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Dublin Castle^ January 26, 1849. 

As the period is now approaching when the Act 11 and 12 Victoria, 
cap. 35, by wliich the Habeas Corpus Act was suspended in this country, will 
expire, I feel it my duty to bring under the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government the reasons which induce me to recommend the continuation of 
that law for a further limited period. 

It was with deep regret that on a former occasion I felt myself compelled to 
ask for the enactment of this measure, but circumstances have since fully con- 
firmed my opinion of its urgent necessity, and I can have no doubt that the coui-se 
then adopted by Her Majesty’s Government, and the moral effect produced by 
the almost unanimous support which the Bill received in Parliament, mainly 
contributed to the suppression of the rebellious movement which unhappily 
broke out in th^ country. ^ 

While availing myself of the extraordinary power confided to me by the Act, 
it has been my earnest endeavour to limit its operation as far as possible, and 
to confine the deprivation of personal liberty to the cases of those individuals 
who were actually engaged in treasonable designs, or who, by encouraging the 
disaffected, endangered the peace and tranquillity of the comitry. No instance 
occurred of any arrest taking place except on sworn informations ; no person 
■was retained in custody longer than the public safety appeared to require ; and 
although the number of individuals whom it was my painful duty to place in 
temporary confinement was considerable, having amounted in all at different 
times to about 120, yet considering the extent to which treasonable organization 
had been carried, not only in the metropolis but in several counties of Ireland, 
the number can hardly be said to exceed what might have been anticipated. 

The security afforded by the enforcement of the law, and the conviction that 
its provisions would only he applied against those whose conduct had rendered 
their detention absolutely necessary, has been felt by the community at large ; 
and the restoration of order in place of that which for a time was a reign of 
terror, has been hailed with universal satisfaction But on the part of those 
engaged in the late treasonable movement, no indication whatever of sorrow or 
repptance for their misdeeds has been observed. Their regret is confined to 
their failure, and their hopes are directed to a more successful issue on the first 
favourable opportunity ; nor is there any reason to believe (and upon this point 
I have collected information from various persons on whose judgment and 
local knowledge I could rely) that the recent orderly conduct of the people in 
the districts where disturbances prevailed or were threatened, proceeds from 
any improved feeling as regards either the law or the Executive Government. 
The total absence of support of the authorities in their endeavours to suppress 
insurrection, the renewed attempt at rebellion in the -vicinity of the to"wn where 
the leaders of the movement were being brought to justice, and the disregard 
of proclamations requiring the surrender of arms, are facts which indicate that, 
however the failure of past attempts at insurrection may have -weakened the 
confidence of the disaffected, the feeling -which gave rise to and encouraged 
that movement still remains unchanged, and would again become active upon 
any occasion that appeared to offer even a distant prospect of success. 

It is true that any future attempts at rebellion will be much discoui*aged by 
the failure of those which have passed, and the originators of any new agitation 
will have none of the prestige of success to aid, and much of the sense of past 
discomfiture to damp their exertions ; hut still this country has been too long 
trained to a system of agitation to be at once weaned from such a course, and 
nothing hut a continued enjoyment of that peace which the absence of all 
political excitement has now created, the improved habits it will generate, and 
the social advantages it will not fail to produce, can save Ireland from wasting 
her energies in the strife of rival factions, instead of exerting tliem by industry 
for the improvement of the country. 

It is to secure for Ireland this continued-repose wliich is so vitally essential 
to her prosperity — to protect the country from the renewal of an agitation for 
objects that cannot be attained, and which for many years has disturbed its 
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tranquillity, scaling away capital, destroying confidence, and rendering impos- 
sible the steady application of industry, that I desire strongly to impress on 
Her Majesty’s Government the importance of applying to Parliament for a 
renewal of those powers which the 11 and 12 Vic. c. 35 placed at the disposal 
of the Executive Government in Ireland. I am well aware of the grave 
responsibility I incur by this recommendation, and it is with extreme repug- 
nance that I venture to ask for the renewal of an Act which infringes the con- 
stitutional rights of any portion of Her Majesty’s subjects ; but I think I should 
fail in my duty if, from any personal feelings of my own, I hesitated to state 
the facts which I know to be correct, or to recommend the course which I 
conscientiously' believe to be necessary; and if Her Majesty’s Government 
should see fit to propose, and Parliament to sanction, the renewal of this Act, 
I trust that the manner in which it has hitherto been carried into effect wili ' 
be an earnest that its future administration will be marked by leniency and 
justice. ^ 



I am, Sir, 

"With great truth and regard, 

Your obedient servant, 

■ni , rr o. ^ CLARENDON. 

1 he Kigkt Mon. knr George Grey, Bart., 
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